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Close-Reading Questions
Into the Underworld

Name:

1.  What is the purpose of the prologue? (text structure)

2. Who or what helps the twins pass the three “tests” the lords of the underworld give 
them: surviving the House of Darkness, the House of Knives, and the House of Jaguars? 
(key ideas and details)

3. What role does the ball game pok-ta-pok play in the plot of Into the Underworld? 
(plot)
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4. The caption “The Game” states that the ball game pok-ta-pok is often viewed as a 
metaphor for both the battle between good and evil and the cycle of life and death. 

A. Which characters in the play represent good and which represent evil? How do 
these two groups battle each other? (metaphor)

B. How is the idea that life and death are a cycle developed throughout the play? 
(metaphor)
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Critical-Thinking Questions
Into the Underworld and “My Life in a Maya Village”

Name: 

1.  How does Into the Underworld highlight the importance of corn in Maya culture? How 
does the interview further support this idea?

2. What other elements of ancient Maya culture reflected in Into the Underworld are 
mentioned in the interview as part of Maya culture today? 

3. How would you characterize the twins: boastful and foolish or confident and clever? 


